SFteam for Sustainable Future
Partnerships for sustainable use of EU Structural Funds
Joining the European Union should bring the people in the new EU member states prosperity. One of
the main instruments is the Cohesion Policy and the Structural Funds. These funds became available
for our countries since accession in 2004 and 2007. But will they bring us indeed prosperity, real
development? In other words: will the funds be used in a sustainable way, in the interest of the wide
public? The NGO network “SFteam for Sustainable Future” promotes the ecologically sound use of
funds for sustainable development of the regions.
What we want to achieve:
SFteam for Sustainable Future is a partnership of now 8 NGOs from Central and Eastern Europe and 1
from the Netherlands. We have started the partnership because we shared the same goals. The longterm goal of the cooperation is to ensure that the regional development policy in Central and Eastern
European Countries is being undertaken in a sustainable way. To this end, NGOs need to get involved
in regional development policy. The aim is therefore to establish effective partnerships between
authorities, NGOs and other stakeholders, in order to be able to design and use Structural Funds
effectively and transparently for regional development in line with the principles of sustainability and
the public interest.
Who we are:
All of us are civil society organizations, working to have our societies develop in a sustainable way. We
realize that each of us can only achieve this when cooperating with a wide range of stakeholders,
including local municipalities, local councils, political parties, regional development agencies, the
business community, the public, NGOs, ministries, national governments, monitoring and steering
committees, the European Commission, the European Parliament. We believe that the profound
implementation of the “partnership principle” is also inevitable for the success of EU cohesion policy.
Partnership principle:
One of the guiding principles of the EU Cohesion Policy is the so-called ‘partnership principle’. This is
expressed in the EU regulations to manage the Cohesion and Structural Funds. We are trying to follow
this principle by building partnerships on different levels:
local and regional partnerships: we work on the micro-regional level with local municipalities,
councils, business, NGOs, communities, regional development agencies and others to realize or
assist projects that brings benefits to people and environment.
national partnerships: we seek and facilitate cooperation with the government, parliament and
official committees that deal with EU Cohesion and Structural Funds. Due to our efforts NGOs are
nowadays invited in many official bodies. We actively support NGO representatives to take seat in
the official committees and promote sustainable development.
European partnerships: the European Commission’s policy is to work in partnership with the EU
member states. The partnership is predominantly a relation between EC and the member state
government. But not only: also with other stakeholders, such as NGOs. SFteam seeks partnership
also with the Commission, mainly DG REGIO. As a result, DG REGIO acknowledged SFteam as one
of its official partners whom they invite regularly to their Structured Dialogue with Civil Society.
Coalition building:
In order to strengthen each others’ capacities, we cooperate with like-minded NGOs on all levels,
local/regional, national and international, serve as info points for them on EU funds, advocate for
NGOs’ involvement in regional policy decision-making, provide support to them to participate in the
process and share information:
regional coalitions: in several countries, we facilitate the organization of regional coalitions among
NGOs on the NUTS2 level, the level where the Structural Funds are (to be) decided and managed.
national coalitions: we facilitate or participate in NGO coalitions, including ones that involve NGOs
dealing with social, economic and environmental issues.
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European Coalition for Sustainable EU Funds: in 2003 SFteam was among the initiators of a
Europe-wide NGO coalition to ‘green’ the EU funds, then comprising the environmental NGO
networks represented in Brussels (WWF, Birdlife International, Friends of the Earth Europe,
Bankwatch Network, EEB), CEEWEB and SFteam. Jointly, we organized several events and
expressed joint statements to the European levels. Even though with lower capacities and without
continuous presence in the coalition, SFteam still provides input to the coalition’s work on issues
related to the partnership principle.

How to contact us:
Please contact us through the addresses below. We are an informal network of NGOs, depending on
joint project funding and own resources. We are open to broadening our network of NGOs and NGO
coalitions that have similar interests, with a priority for the New and Candidate EU Member States.
About our resources:
Since 2002 most of our joint funding comes from international projects through the C.S. Mott
Foundation (with earlier contributions of the Dutch Government, the International Visegrad Fund etc.)
in combination with ‘matching funds’ from all CEE partners from domestic sources. With our key
project funding phasing out, we are seeking new funding sources for our work.

International address:
Secretariat of SFteam for Sustainable Future
International Co-ordinator: István Farkas
c/o Magyar Természetvédık Szövetsége (NSC)
(National Society of Conservationists – NSC)
H-1091 Budapest, Ulloi ut 91/b., Hungary
Tel/fax: +36-1-216 7297, Fax: +36 1 216 7295
E: secretariat@sfteam.eu, W: www.sfteam.eu

National Co-ordinators:
* Czech Republic
Ondřej Marek, Roman Haken
CpKP stredni Cechy (CCO)
Vodičkova 36 110 00 Praha 1 , Czech Republic
Tel./fax: +420 251 560 776
E-mail: ondrej.marek@cpkp.cz
* Hungary
Teodóra Dönsz-Kovács, István Farkas
Magyar Természetvédık Szövetsége (NSC)
Üllıi út 91/b., 1091 Budapest, Hungary
Tel.: +36 1 216 7297, Fax: +36 1 216 7295
E-mail: ddori@mtvsz.hu, istvan@sfteam.eu
* Latvia
Jānis Brizga
ZaĜā brīvība (Green Liberty)
Meža str.4, Rīga LV – 1048, Latvia
E-mail: alda@sfteam.eu
* The Netherlands
Milieukontakt International
P.O. Box 18185, 1001 ZB Amsterdam, Netherlands
Tel.: +31 20 531 8930, Fax: +31 20 531 8940

* Poland
Patrycja Romaniuk, Joanna Furmaga
Polska Zielona Sieć (Polish Green Network)
ul. Sławkowska 26 A, 31–014 Kraków, Poland
Tel./fax: +48 12 431 28 08
E-mail: patrycja.romaniuk@bankwatch.org
* Romania
Zoltán Hajdu
Focus Eco Center
str Crinului 22, cod postal: 540343,
OP 1, CP 620, Tirgu Mures, Romania
Tel./fax: +40 265 262 170
Mobile: +40 744 774 897
E-mail: zoltan@sfteam.eu
* Slovakia
Magdalena Gramblickova
Priatelia Zeme–CEPA (Friends of the Earth – CEPA)
Ponická Huta 65, 976 33 Poniky, Slovakia
Tel./fax: +421 48 419 3718
E-mail: gramblickova@priateliazeme.sk
* Bulgaria
Pavel Antonov
BlueLink Information Network
Bul. Slivnica 263 Sofia 1202, BG
Tel.: +359 2 887 584568, +359 2 888 704661
Email: office@bluelink.net
Regional partner:
Public Environmental
Centre for Sustainable Development (PECSD)
Iliyan Iliev
Bulgaria, 9010 Varna P.O. Box 79
tel./fax: +359 52 306423,
Email: pecsd@net-bg.net
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